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I.Historical facts 

Numerous authors have documented vineyard cultivation and wine production in the territories 

of present-day Albania since ancient times. Its strategic location between two major 

civilizations—the Roman and the Greek—played a crucial role in facilitating East-to-West trade 

routes for exotic fruits. The fertile soils of ancient Illyria also served as a conduit for the spread 

of grape cultivars to other regions of the Roman Empire. Columella, in his work De Re Rustica, 

noted that the Vitis Balisca variety originated in Epirus and was transported to Rome via the 

port of Durrachium, known today as Durrës, Albania’s principal seaport. 

 



 

 Vineyard regions 

The vineyard sector in Albania reached its peak in the late 1980s, when state-run cooperatives 

and agricultural enterprises managed nearly 20,000 hectares dedicated to wine and table 

grape production. However, the early 1990s marked a significant turning point, as the collapse 

of collective agriculture—driven by rapid de-collectivization and extensive land 

fragmentation—led to a dramatic decline of approximately 75% in vineyard surface area. 

 

The revitalization of the Albanian viticulture and wine industry began in the 2000s, supported 

by government subsidy schemes that stimulated both cultivation and production. This period 

saw the establishment of new vineyards and the introduction of internationally recognized 

grape cultivars. As a result, vineyard coverage expanded from around 5,000 hectares in the 

early 2000s to over 11,500 hectares by 2022, with a steady upward trend continuing (Source: 

INSTAT)." 

 

Chart 1: Surface of vineyards planted in ALBANIA (ha)  

 

Source: FAOstat, (2022) 

 

The geographical and climatic diversity of Albania presents significant challenges for applying 

standardized international models for viticultural zoning. Historically, vineyard areas have been 

classified into four main zones, primarily based on altitude above sea level: 

1. The Coastal Zone – comprising the administrative regions of Delvinë, Vlorë, Fier, 

Lushnjë, Kavajë, Durrës, Tiranë, Lezhë, and Shkodër; 

2. The Central Hilly Zone – including Elbasan, Krujë, Gramsh, Berat, Përmet, Librazhd, 

Mat, Mirditë, and Pukë; 

3. The Eastern Sub-Mountainous Zone – encompassing Pogradec, Korçë, and Kolonjë, 

including the Leskovik locality within the Vjosa Valley; 
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4. The Mountainous Zone – situated at elevations above 800–1000 meters above sea 

level, primarily in the eastern regions of the country, where only a few isolated 

vineyards are found. 

 

To enhance the understanding of Albania’s viticultural potential, particularly from a geological 

perspective, some experts have proposed a revised classification that reorganizes vineyard 

zones accordingly: 

 

• Myzeqe region (around 35% of the total 

area under vineyards in the country, also 

known as the Muzaka medieval regions, 

regrouping Berati district with Skrapari 

county, and Fieri district with Mallakastra 

and Lushnja counties. 

• The Central region (around 16% of the 

planted area) includes Durrësi and Tirana 

regions to distinguish Kavaja and Kruja 

counties. 

• Shkumbini and Devolli Valleys (12%) with 

Elbasani district, including Peqini, Gramshi, 

and Librazhdi counties. 

• The Ionian coast (around 10%) includes 

Vlora, Delvina, and Saranda districts. 

• The Eastern mountainous regions (10%) in Korça,  Dibra, Pogradeci, and Kukesi 

districts. 

• The Shrodra region in the north part of the country wher Kallmet red wines are 

produced (these wines were already famous during medieval times, as the the Pope in 

Vatican was known for serving them) 

 

Two other subzones include vineyards can also be found in the Mirdita (where Kallmet red 

grapes are dominant) and Mati counties (where the local white variety Cerruje could be 

found), situated along the Mati and Fani River Valleys (Kallmet ; and Gjirokastra district 

including Tepelena and Permeti counties, along the Vjosa River valley, and its tributary, Drino 

River. 

Chart 2: Vineyard regions in Albania  
(Source: www.worldwinealtlas.com) 



 

II. Relief and climate 

The Albanides mountain range, running from north to south, symmetrically divides 

Albania’s geography, with the western region influenced by a Mediterranean climate 

and the eastern part characterized by continental climatic conditions. 

The coastal plain along the Adriatic Sea, stretching from Lezhë to Vlorë, features 

lowland areas transitioning into hilly terrain toward the east, interspersed by river 

valleys running predominantly in an east-to-west direction. This configuration creates 

optimal microclimatic conditions for viticulture. Although Albania is generally classified 

as having a Mediterranean climate—marked by mild winters and hot, dry summers—

the country exhibits significant climatic heterogeneity, resulting in a high diversity of 

microclimates. According to the Köppen-Geiger climate classification system, much of 

Albania falls within the Cfa category (humid subtropical climate). 

In northwestern Albania, particularly in the Shkodër region and around Lake Shkodra, 

climatic conditions vary considerably due to the proximity of the Albanian Alps. This 

area experiences high precipitation and strong autumnal winds, making it the rainiest 

region in the country, with average annual rainfall reaching approximately 2,500 mm. 

The Drin River further influences the local climate by channeling cold continental air 

masses from Eastern Europe during winter. 

The Mirditë and Mat regions, shaped by the Mati River, its tributary the Fan River, and 

the Albanides range, also fall under the Cfa classification. These areas experience a 

mix of continental and Mediterranean influences. 

Central Albania is defined by a subtropical-Mediterranean climate, with dry summers 

and wet winters. July, the warmest month, averages +24°C, while January, the 

coldest, averages around +7°C. This region enjoys between 260 and 290 sunny days 

annually. Vineyards are commonly found along the Shkumbin River and the hills of 

Kavajë and Durrës. 

The Berat region exhibits a classic Mediterranean climate, with an average annual 

temperature of approximately +15.9°C. Winter temperatures rarely fall below +7.2°C. 

The Seman River traverses the fertile Myzeqe plain before emptying into the Adriatic 

Sea, supporting extensive agricultural activity, including viticulture. 

In southern Albania, the Delvinë Plain—characterized by karstic topography—and the 

Vjosa River valley are notable for their favorable conditions for grape cultivation and 

host some of the country’s most distinctive vineyards 



 

III. Grape varieties and cultivars 

Albania is a member of the International Organisation of Vine and Wine (OIV). The 

revitalization of the wine sector in the late 1990s led to the establishment of new 

vineyards, often planted with international grape cultivars—primarily from Italy. Among 

the most commonly introduced varieties are Merlot, Sangiovese, Barbera, 

Chardonnay, Primitivo, Tempranillo, Montepulciano, Cabernet Sauvignon, Moscato, 

Tokaji, and Trebbiano. 

Despite the increasing presence of these international cultivars, Albania maintains a 

strong tradition of cultivating indigenous grape varieties. Approximately 80% of the 

country's vineyard area is planted with local cultivars, while the remaining 20% 

consists of foreign varieties. Over 21 autochthonous grape cultivars are officially listed 

in the national register and are actively used in commercial winemaking. 

Among these local cultivars, the most common ones are: 

 

 Shesh - This grape, which exists in red (Shesh i zi) and white (Shesh i bardhë), 

is dominant in Tirana and Durrësi regions. The white Shesh is full of fragrances, 

has a medium body, and has long persistence, while the Shesh i zi cv., 

possesses a strong body, complexity, and pronounced and intense aromas 

dominated by ripe plums and spices. A recent study on phenolic compounds in 

Albanian wines revealed that Shesh i zi cv. contains the highest phenolic content 

(1040 mg L-1). Phenolic compounds in Shesh i bardhë cv. white wines revealed a 

level of 700 mg L-1).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 3: Shesh I zi grape variety   Chart 4 :  Shesh I bardhe grape variety 
Photo: D. Topi     Photo: D. Topi 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 Kallmet - a red grape cultivar cultivated in the 

Shkodra, Lezha, and Mirdita regions. This 

cultivar could have soft tannins, good acidity, 

and excellent aging potential. Phenolic 

compounds were found at the level 540 mg L-1. 

Chart 5 :  Kallmet grape 
variety 

Photo: D. Topi 

 

 Pulës – Originating from the Berati region, it produces a white 

wine with an excellent bouquet and a persistent aftertaste 

revealing the essence of broom flowers.  

 

Chart 6 :  Pulës grape variety 
Photo: D. Topi 

 

 

 

 Debina e bardhë – It is one of the oldest cultivars in Albania. It is cultivated in 

the southeastern part of the country, in Leskoviku and Korça regions, but also 

in Southern Albania in Përmeti, Skrapari, and Berati regions. This variety gives 

high-quality dry white wines. 

 

 Serina e bardhë - is also one of the oldest cultivars in Albania, widely spread in 

southern and southeastern Albanian regions. It is the dominant variety 

cultivated in the Korça, Skrapari, Berati, and Kolonja regions and gives high-

quality white wines.  

 

 Kryqësi – This white grape variety is widespread in Leskovik, Këlcyra, Përmeti, 

and Tepelena regions and, due to its moderately late ripening season, has a 

great capacity to accumulate sugar. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Vlosh - is one of the oldest red grape cultivars cultivated in the areas of Vlora, 

Himare, Delvina, and Permeti. It is a late-ripening variety and 

accumulates high levels of sugar. The characteristic color of 

the wines made with Vlosh grapes is usually light red. 

Chart 7 :  Vlosh grape 
variety 

Photo: D. Topi 

 

 Serina e zezë - is a red grape medium ripening cultivar 

originating from the Korça region, but it can 

also be found in Pogradeci, Leskoviku, Berati, 

and Skrapari regions. The sugar level is at a 

reasonable level of 19% to 21%. It produces 

harmonious wines with unique characteristics 

when aged. 

Chart 8 :  Serina e zezë grape variety 
Photo: D. Topi 

 

 Mavrud - Its origin is located in ancient Thrace. This cultivar is considered one 

of the oldest red grape cultivars of the Balkan peninsula. It is widespread in 

Shkodër, Lushnje, and Tirana. It accumulates high sugar values, 22–25% 

sugar. The wine produced from this variety is full-bodied, dark, tasty, and 

harmonious, especially when aged. 

 

 

 

 Chart 9: Native grape cultivars regions in Albania. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IV. Wine Industry 

Investments in Albania’s vineyard and winery sector between 2000 and 2020 have 

followed a positive growth trajectory. According to industry data, approximately 90 

wineries were actively operating in 2021, with a total installed production capacity of 

around 700,000 hectoliters. Annual wine production fluctuates between 300,000 and 

500,000 hectoliters, while imports range from 100,000 to 300,000 hectoliters per year. 

The total vineyard area has doubled over the past two decades, largely due to 

targeted subsidy schemes implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture. One such 

scheme offers financial support of €2,500 per hectare for newly established vineyards. 

Additionally, investments in winery infrastructure have been supported by the IPARD 

(Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance in Rural Development) program. These 

financial incentives are expected to further stimulate growth and modernization within 

the sector. 

Notable wineries contributing to the development and recognition of Albanian wine 

include Skënderbeu, Lundra, Çobo, Luani, Bardha, Arbëri, Miqësia, Dama, and 

Kokomani. 

. 

Chart 10: Information on the wine producers, their capacity and location. 
WINERY CAPACITY (hl) REGION COUNTY 

ÇOBO 1000 Berat Berat 

AMAR 800 Durrës Durrës 

HERTA 1000 Durrës Durrës 

KOKOMANI 1000 Durrës Durrës 

DUKA 800 Durrës Ishem 

HOLTA 100 Elbasan Gramsh 

JAHJA 1000 Lezhë Lezhë 

KALLMETI 400 Lezhë Lezhë 

LIBRAZHDI 3000 Elbasan Librazhd 

ARBËRI 1000 Lezhë Mirditë 

DAMA 1000 Gjirokaster Përmet 

ISAK 25000 Vlorë Sarandë 

MIQËSIA 50000 Shkoder Koplik 

ZADRIMA 500 Shkodër Shkodër 

LUNDRA 50000 Tiranë Tirane 

VILA-SHEHI 500 Tiranë Vorë 

PERLA 1000 Vlorë Vlorë 



 

V. Albania wine legislation 

The Ministry of Agriculture approved the Law on Viticulture and Wine no. 86/2022, aligning it 

with the European Union laws and regulations, to comply with the Albania-EU joining process. 

Albania however do not yet have a reliable Vineyard register. The current one go back to 

1987, during the totalitarian regime and attempts to up-date it have failed so far. 

 

VI.Albania vineyard and wine sector SWOT Analysis 

 
Chart 11: SWOT analysis of Albania vine and wine sector 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THREATS 
 Imported wines gaining larger share of 

the  domestic market due to safety and 

quality problems with local production. 

 High prices of Albanian wines due to 

high cost of production and taxes 

 Illegal production and heterogeneous 

wine quality in the market 

 Consolidation of the trading and 

distribution of drinks is benefiting to big 

players and imported wines 

 Warming up climate and increase need 

of vine irrigation generating increased 

costs 

 Difficulty of producers to unite and 

work together. Lack of common 

marketing 

STRENGTH 
 Very favourable Mediterranean climatic 

conditions for viticulture, with 

numerous different microclimates 

 Large variety of autochthonous and 

international grape varieties  

 Strong development of tourism and 

hotel/restaurants infrastructure 

 Capacity to generate high rate of 

revenues from wine production 

 Increase of domestic wine 

consumption 

 High level of technical expertise, 

including from EU Wine producing 

countries (mainly Italy) 

WEAKNESSES 
 Small size of wineries generating lack 

of efficient investments 

 Direct ownership of vineyards by wine 

producers is still very limited 

 High cost of domestic production 

compared with imported wines 

 Heterogeneity of wine quality in the 

market in addition to illegal business 

 Large market share of imported wines 

 Vineyard register is still not completed 

 Wine and vine regulation is still in 

development. EU standards are not 

fully applied yet. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 Increasing Government subsidies in 

new planting and technical equipment. 

 Development of wine tourism, both in 

the coastal regions and inland 

 Autochthonous varieties presenting 

good organoleptic characteristics 

 Domestic increasing consumption and 

constant increase interest for local 

wines (Kallmet, Shesh I Zi, Vlosh, Shesh 

I Bardhe, Pulës) 


